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which gradually floated towards the watchman of the
cranes, who, perceiving it, raised an alarm. All the cranes
were on their wings in a trice, but finding out their
mistake, they said to their guardian : " What is the matter
with your eyes, that you are unable to distinguish a bundle
of grass from an animal, and are disturbing our sweet
slumbers ?51 The watchman, being ashamed at this re-
proof, placed the seal of muteness on his mouth. A short
time afterwards, however, he again perceived a similar
bundle drifting towards him, and awakened his com-
panions, who then reproached him for being a fool, and
threatened to deprive him. of his situation. Therefore the
watchman determined not to disturb the sleepers any more,
let happen what might. The fox threw a fresh bundle
into the water, and waited for the alarm ; but as he heard
nothing, he swam to the spot, first of all. killed the watch-
man, who had become careless and drowsy, and then all
the other cranes. 1 have related this parable to let you
know that the people of the king are aware of your doings,
that they are merely putting you oil' your guard, and that
they will deal with you as the fox has dealt with the
cranes.' The moro, however, Behrujs admonished his
brother, the more the obstinacy of Behrarn increased,

Some time after this conversation, a friend of Itahram
dug a hole into the dwelling of the magistrate of the town
during the night, stealing a great deal of money and goods,
which he displayed to his companions, all of whom had
congregated in one place, except Behrftrn, who happened to
be absent on that occasion. When the burglars were
captured, judgment was pronounced against them, and all
suffered punishment by being hanged on several trees.
This event took such effect on Behrum that he hence-
forth abstained from associating with dissolute men, and
began to tremble whenever ho hoard even the name of one*
After that .Behrftss said one day to him : ' Brother, i thought
you would never abandon your criminal friends, because
you were so closely allied with them. How did you come
to repent of your evil ways?' Koliram said: 'Your